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T

wo trips in June to Coongie
Lakes, with the first closely
following a rain band which
delivered some reasonable falls to a
number of outback areas. The Strzelecki
Track had been closed for a few days
prior, and I wondered if we would have a
repeat of our 2013 trip, where we
deviated for a day to Arkaroola, waiting
for the Track to open. Fortunately it
opened on the day of our departure from
Adelaide, and we had no problems,
although the Coongie Lakes track
remained closed and there was no
definite advice as to when it would open.
Arriving in Innamincka, we changed the
itinerary and visited Camp LXV (The
Dig Tree), and local attractions the next
day.
That afternoon we received word from
the National Parks Ranger the Coongie
Lakes track was open, enabling us to
visit next day!
A fortnight later and my second trip was
with a couple who had wanted to visit
Coongie Lakes for the past 3 years!
Flood waters in the Cooper Creek had
inundated the track and on each occasion
it was closed. This, the fourth attempt
was successful, and we enjoyed a great
day !
I am now preparing for a Birdsville and Windorah
trip in a few weeks time through the Channel
Country of south west Queensland !! (there is still
a seat available!)
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News from around……
Mungerannie
Many readers will
remember John and
Genevieve
Hammond who ran
the Mungerannie
Hotel, half way
along the Birdsville
Track.
We have recollections of many happy
visits, and their welcome and help
particularly in the early days on our
Birdsville trips was greatly appreciated.
ABC Radio South
Western Queensland has
been running a 10-part
series, in which outback
Queensland couples
share their romantic
tales with the ABC.
An episode in March this year featured
John and Genevieve.

July 2014

Geoff Morgan Gallery
Hawker SA
Last October Miriam and
Jeff decided to go ahead
with another Panorama
next to the existing
Wilpena Panorama.
The new one is to be
almost twice the size as
the original one built just
over 10 years ago .
It will be of a scene found in the far
northern Flinders Ranges at the amazing
Wilderness Sanctuary of Arkaroola.
Unlike most panoramas that are usually
painted and viewed as from a high
vantage point, this one will be painted
and viewed as if the viewer is standing
in an almost dry creek bed, surrounded
by the beautiful Arkaroola hills and Gum
trees.
It will also include the Arkaroola Flora
and fauna.

"When I first met Johnno he owned a
Trident Triumph and a tent, and his
address at the time was 'no fixed abode',"
Genevieve said.
"Years later I found out that he'd spent
his formative years and schooling with
the New Zealand High Commission in
Singapore, so my long haired bikie mate
had actually been raised in the upper
The concept of viewing as if you are
echelon of high society”.
down in the scene has worked well with
After Genevieve finished her university the 15 metre Ron's Creek painting
(above) that is also part of the Wilpena
studies in Brisbane, the young couple
Panorama complex.
moved to Perth, then Melbourne, then
Biloela in central Queensland.
The three existing sections and the new
Genevieve says living and working with 360 degrees panorama will be all conyour partner in a remote location either nected so that the viewer can walk from
one to the next to increase the pleasure
"makes or breaks you".
of the experience .
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Cattle Baron’s birthday bash!
An interesting article by Tim Lloyd of The Advertiser, describing
Sir Sidney Kidman's 75th birthday celebrations in 1932.
Sir Sidney Kidman was not only one of the
most remarkable figures in the history of
South Australia. He was also at the centre
of a wild melee involving a crowd of
40,000 people at the University of
Adelaide in 1932.
What is even more amazing is that the
affair was captured on film.
Kidman is celebrated as the classic Australian cattle baron, a self
made man who ran away from his troubled Adelaide home at the
age of 13, with a one-eyed horse and five shillings.
He went on to create the world’s largest pastoral empire.
At its height. his empire owned 3 per cent of the Australian land
mass, and even today the Kidman Pastoral Company is a major
player in the Australian pastoral industry.
Aided at first by his brothers, Sidney was able to capitalise on the
play of drought and flood across Australia by building up a
strategic portfolio of more tjha100 cattle stations.
Fast forward to the latter stages of his life and you have one of
Adelaide’s wealthiest men, planning his 75th birthday party in
1932.
Kidman decided to celebrate in style by bringing his stockmen to
town to stage a rodeo and steer drafting exhibition at the old
Adelaide Showgrounds alongside the Barr Smith Library in what
is now University Of Adelaide campus.
Adelaide crowds descended on the place in their tens of thousands
so that the Kidman’s stockmen on horses helped the police keep
control.
Once a lot of wild steers and a downpour of rain was added to this
already volatile mixture, you can imagine the chaos.
The steers panicked and headed into the crowd, which also
panicked.
The Advertiser of the day reported 100 people were hospitalised.
Sir Sidney’s long-time Adelaide manager and son-in-law Sidney
Reid, was a keen photographer and had decided to make a movie
of the birthday, so he was on hand to record the event.
Kidman’s great grandson,
Christo Reid, rediscovered the
film after the recent death of a
great aunt. Last year, Christo
Reid collated and published a
remarkable book of documents
and photographs (and film stills)
on Sidney’s life.

Kidman’s Boys
Les Daley wrote the poem Kidman's Boys for the special
Occasion of Sir Sidney’s 75th Birthday.
The old man sat in the grandstand
And he gazed at the oval belowAt the boys in blue, at the boys he knew,
Round his heart was a sort of glow.
And his thoughts travelled far from the city,
With its hustle and bustle and noise:
He was riding on the cattle track,
Riding with Kidman's boys.
Once again with the greenhide and stockwhip
He was wheeling the mob on the plain:
How they baulk and dash as the writhing lash
Sings its staccato refrain.
And his eyes they kindle and sparkle,
His head takes a statelier poise;
The horses' manes toss as they bow to the boss,
Aren't they ridden by Kidman's boys?
For these are the men from the stations,
Who ride'neath the Northern Star's light,
Where the saltbush blows and the mulga grows
And men must be men in the fight.
Where they're not yarded up by tramlines,
And no boundary of brick wall annoys,
A thousand mile ride, they take it in their stride,
'Tis the day's work for Kidman's boys.
There's Hooper of Diamantina,
And Archie McLean of the Peake:
Pierce Edwards there, with silvering hair,
And Mick, who prefers not to speak.
John Brooke is down from Mundowdna,
And Cusack, whom Morney employs,
Kempe of Macumba, and Ferber of Momba,
And Johnnie, they're all Kidman boys.
Durham Downs sends us McCullagh,
And Carr's from Nundora, the tinker,
Gourlay and West are there with the rest
And Spencer from far InnaminckaRiding through good times and bad ones,
Riding through sorrows and joys,
Like Crombie of Glengyle, going broke with a smile,
'This the spirit of Kidman's boys.

(continued….)
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Kidman’s Boys
And we who sit snug in the city
And rail at the drabness of life,
Rave of depression and have an obsession
That we were just born into strife.
Let's take a cue from these riders,
And stop all this gloom that annoys,
Get a stockwhip and rope, put a lasso on hope
And smile, just like Kidman's boys.
Let's ride on the trail of good fortune
And cut out bad luck from the mob,
Where there's a muster, bring dull care a buster
And stick on like glue to the job.
And tho' drought and ill luck may assail us,
Stick your chin out and don't drop that poise,
And tho' tough be the battle,
You'll muster fat cattle,
And win out -- like Kidman's boys.

Buildings with new life!
The old hotel at
Murray Town in
South Australia’s
mid north was
closed for years,
but is now under
renovation and open as a coffee shop, with the hope of regaining the licence in the future.
Heather, the proprietor is obviously a brilliant cook. If you
are ever in Murray Town, do yourself a favour and drop in
for coffee and cake.
Banking services in
Melrose were provided
in this building from
1881. The building was
sold in 1989 and leased
by the ANZ Bank as an
agency service until
1995.
It has now opened as "The Old Bank House Bed and
Breakfast", incorporating Wozza'z Vault Cafe.
It offers bed and breakfast rooms to guests seeking a window on the past - but with spotlessly modern facilities. Each morning a continental buffet breakfast is served
in the vault cafe, which opens up to balmy breezes in summer.
Bank themed suites include the NAB Room, Westpac Room
and Commonwealth Room. And yes! - there are authentic
Bank signs on the door of each suite.

Burke’s Marker

Robert O’Hara Burke and William John
Wills are interred in the Melbourne
General Cemetery.
On Cooper Creek there are “markers”
to record where the bodies were
recovered by Alfred Howitt’s relief
Party.\
Burke’s site is marked by wagon axles
bearing the inscription shown opposite.

Herbert Kenny, the Manager of Innamincka Station erected a
fence of wooden hurdles around the tree in 1885 and later Sir
Sidney Kidman erected a sturdier fence of wagon axles and wire
around the site.
The cairn was erected on 14tyh August 1939 under the direction
of Kidman Pastoral Company by the Manager of Innamincka
Station, Mr. E Spence. The Broken Hill Barrier Field Naturalists
Club provided the plaque.
The exact date of Burke’s death could not be ascertained so the
inscription shows the date which had generally been accepted as
the 28th June 1861.
Burke and King didn’t leave Wills until the 28th 0r 29th June
and Burke survived through the night of the second day, so
probably died on 30th June or 1st July 1861.
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2014 Itineraries

2014 Itineraries

Birdsville &
Windorah

Head of
Bight & The
Eyre Peninsula
( 8 days)

( 9days)
$3750 pp

$3150pp

Monday August 11
Clare Valley, Leigh Creek, Marree, Mungerannie,
Birdsville, Betoota, Windorah, Quilpie, Toompine,
Thargomindah, Cunnamulla, Bourke, Cobar,
Broken Hill, Old Pastoral Route to Burra,
Adelaide.

Friday September 5
Cowell, Tumby Bay, Pt Lincoln, and Whalers
Way. Coffin Bay, Talia and Woolshed Caves,
Murphys Haystacks. Ceduna , Yalata, Head Of
Bight (whale watching) and Bunda Cliffs.

Flinders Ranges
& Skytrek

Rawnsley Park, Wilpena Pound, Willow Springs
Station, “Skytrek”, Bunyeroo Valley, Brachina
Gorge, Blinman, Parachilna Gorge, Moralana
Scenie Drive, Melrose, The Bridle Track, Port
Germein, Laura, Orroroo, Burra, Eudunda,
Kapunda.

Flinders Ranges
& Arkaroola
( 5 days)
$2300 pp

Wednesday September 24
Rawnsley Park, Wilpena Pound, Bunyeroo
Valley, Brachina Gorge, Blinman,
Arkaroola, Ridgetop Tour,
Bolla Bollana , Arkaroola Waterhole,
Gammon Ranges, Moralana Scenic Drive

Dares Hill Circuit
( 2 days)
$700 pp

On Demand
Gilbert Valley, Terowie, Peterborough
(overnight and we visit Steamtown’s Laser
Light Show), Franklyn, Ketchowla, Dares Hill,
Mt Bryan, Clare Valley

The Gawler
Ranges
( 5 days)
$1875 pp

Tuesday October 14
Port Wakefield, Port Germein, Port Augusta, Iron
Knob, Corunna, Siam, Nonning, Mt Ive, Lake
Gairdner, Yardea, Hiltaba, Paney Station, The
Organ Pipes, Pildappa Rock, Tcharkuldu Hill,
Minnipa, Wudinna, Kimba, Wilmington, Melrose,
Gladstone, The Clare Valley

Kangaroo Island

Tumby Bay &
Eyre Peninsula

( 4 days )
$1695 pp

Wednesday September 17

2014 Itineraries

(4 days)

$2125pp

( 5 days)
$1675 pp

Friday November 14
Port Germein, Arno Bay, Port Neill, Trinity
Haven Scenic Drive, Poonindie , Port Lincoln,
Sleaford Bay, Tod Reservoir, Cummins,
Mt Hope, Point Drummond, Greenly Beach,
Dutton Bay, Coffin Bay National Park to Golden
Island and Price Island.
Explore Whalers Way and visit the Koppio
Museum. Return is via Kimba, Iron Knob, Port
Augusta and Horrocks’ Pass to the Flinders
Ranges, Orroroo and Burra.

Yorke Peninsula
& The Southern
Flinders Ranges
(5 days)
$1575pp
Saturday 25th October
Ardrossan, Port Julia, Port Vincent, Edithburgh,
and Wool Bay. Scenic drive to Troubridge Point
and Marion Bay. Innes National Park includes
Cable Bay, Cape Spencer and Pondalowie Bay.
Corny Point, Warooka and Yorketown.
Moonta, Kadina and Wallaroo. Southern Flinders Ranges, Alligator Gorge, Melrose. Scenic
Bridle Track to Port Germein

(Includes
Sealink ferry!)

Thursday

November 5

Penneshaw, Antechamber Bay, Cape Willoughby,
American River, Kingscote, Flinders Chase National
Park, Cape Borda, Admirals Arch, Cape De Coudic,
Seal Bay, Emu Bay, Stokes Bay, Snelling Beach,
Western River Cove

Flinders
Ranges
& Outback
( 8 days)
$3950pp
Departure by demand
Rawnsley Park, Wilpena Pound, Bunyeroo Valley,
Brachina Gorge, Blinman, Arkaroola, Ridgetop
Tour, Arkaroola Waterhole, Gammon Ranges,
Moralana Scenic Drive. Marree, The Oodnadatta
Track, William Creek, Coober Pedy, The Painted
Desert, Woomera, Roxby Downs

Lake Eyre
( 3 days)
$1380 pp
Includes Plane flight
Departure by demand
Clare Valley, Leigh Creek, Marree, One and a half
hour plane flight over Lake Eyre, Farina Ruins,
Ochre Cliffs, Hawker, Orroroo, Terowie, Burra.

